248                   ' THE SOLDIER'S PHEASANTS

day, in riding from camp to camp, Tsmael Khan
came across a large troop of them in an open
mdidan. He rode for one of the biggest, and,'on
getting alongside of him, leaned over his horse;
seized the monkey by lus tail, and swung him
completely round. This was no mean feat with
his horse going at full speed.

I now for the first time saw the Paradise
flycatchers (Muscepeta Paradisi). Their bodies
are about two inches, while their tails are fully
a foot long, and consist of two feathers. The
males are white, with emerald-green heads and
crests, whereas the females are of a bronze colour.
I thought them the most graceful and lovely
birds I had ever seen, and shot two as specimens;
but, alas! my No. 2 shot blew them to pieces,
and so it was useless trying for any more. But
that morning I obtained two fine specimens of
the bird vulgarly called the ' soldier's pheasant,'
$nd which is a kind of magpie, with indigo-
coloured head and body, with cinnamon wings
and tail. It is common all over India, and Its